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1-1.2X0.3-0.4 mm, reflexed, oblong, suben¬ 
tire, rounded at apex, hyaline, without 
nerves and gland dots. Labellum erect, dis¬ 
tinctly 3-lobed, broader than long, i .4-1.75 
mm long, 25-2.9 mm broad across the later¬ 
al lobes, hyaline, sparsely gland-dotted, 
mostly 3-nerved, rarely more, middle nerves 
short, stra : ght, side ones longer and ending 
near the sinus of the midlobe ; lat:ral lobes 
much larger than the midlobe, encircling 
the column, subentire; midlobe 0 5 0.8 X 
o.6-i mm, 2-lobulate, lobules equal or un¬ 
equal subentire, often with a few notches 
at the tip; sinus 015-025x0.2-0.4 mm. 
Ovary with pedicel ±1.5 mm long. Cap¬ 
sules 5-6.3 x2-2.8 mm, oblong, shortly stalk¬ 
ed, 6-ribbed, crowned by the marcescent 
perianth. 

Kerala: Umaiyamalai, Anaimudi slopes, 
2,075 m » flowering, 17-11-1965, B. V. Shetty 
& K. Vivekananthan 26480 A (holotype, 
CAL), 26480 B-G (isotypes, MH). Umaiya- 
malai, Anaimudi slopes, 2,150 m, fruiting, 
3-2-1970, B- V. Shetty & K- Vivekananthan 
33404 A-E; Rajamallay, 1950 m, fruiting, 
2-2-1970, B. V. Shetty & K. Vivekananthan 
31784 A-D ; Devicolam, 1550 m, with flower 
buds, 11-10-1963, K. M. Sebastine 17517 
A-E; Munnar, 1564 m, fruiting, 11-101963, 
N. C. Rathakrishnan 16238 A-D (all para- 
types, MH). Tamil Nadu; Grass hills above 
Iyerpadi, Anaimalai, flowering, Nov. 1901, 
C. A. Barber 4028-acc. no. 50152 only (para- 
type, MH). 

Gunnar Seidenfaden \Dansk Botanisk 
Arkiv 25 (3): 1-125. 1968] in his work on 


“The Genus Oberonia in Mainland Asia” 
treats O. wightiaha Lindl. under the sub¬ 
genus Apotemnophyllum Sch. in Section III 
which is characterised by small or medium 
sized plants with leaves jointed, laterally 
compressed, edged, less than 100 mm long; 
scape and rachis thin with the flowers pedi- 
celled. The present new species though it 
finds its nearest congener in O. wightiana 
Lindl., falls in Section IV of the subgenus 
Apotemnophyllum Sch. which is character¬ 
ised by larger plants having leaves ioo- 
350 mm long. In this section the new spe¬ 
cies comes close to O. brunoniana Wt. but 
differs in having longer inflorescence, thin¬ 
ner rachis and laxly arranged flowers with 
wider labellum. 

This species is named in honour of late 
Dr. K. M. Sebastine, former Regional 
Botanist, Botanical Survey of India, Coim¬ 
batore. 
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OPHIOGLOSSUM POLYPHYLLUM A. BR.—A NEW RECORD 
FOR EASTERN HIMALAYA 

During the herbarium consultation at from Sikkim Himalayas. Among these one 
Central National Herbarium (CAL) the sheet containing four specimens of Ophio- 
authors came across a number of unidentj- glossum polyphyllum A. Br. was located. As 
fied fern specimens collected by Kari in 1909 it was not previously reported from Eastern 
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Himalayas a note on it was considered de¬ 
sirable. 

Ophisgtossunt polyphyliom A. Br. apud 
Seubert, FI. Azor. 17. 1844; Pichi-Sermoli 
in Webbia 9(2): 632. 1954; Panigrahi and 
Dixit in Proc. Nat. Ins. Sc. Ind. 35(3): 
255. 1969 ; Balakrishnan, Thothathri and 
Henry in Bull. bot. Surv. India 2: 337. 
i960. O. cuspidatum Milde in Bot. Zeit 
22: 107. 1864. O. aitchisoni (CL.) d’Alme- 
ida in Journ. Ind- Bot. Soc. 3: 63. 1922; 
Clausen in Mem. Torrey Bot. Club 19(2): 
138. 1938. O. lusitanicum Hope (non 
Linn.) in J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 15: 
106. 1903. O. regulate (Sch.) C Chr. 
Index Fil. 472. 1906. O. capense sensu 
Chakravarty in Bull. Bot. Soc. Bengal 
5( r ) : 5- ‘95i- 

Plants upto 15 cm long. Rhizome erect, 
tap root with numerous fibrous roots and 
brownish black persistent scale like sheaths. 
Leaves one or two, ovate mucronate. Com¬ 
mon stalk upto 4 cm tong. Lamina 3-6 X 
0-5-1 cm, attenuate at base, acute or mu¬ 


cronate at apex, sub-coriaceous in texture; 
veins reticulate forming oblong areoles. 
Sporophyll arises a little above the base of 
lamina; fertile stalk upto 7 cm long, stro- 
bilus r-3, 5 cm long; spores trilate. 

Specimen examined : SIkkim : Rungpo 
366 m, 24.2.1909, Kari 300 (CAL). 

Distribution: N. W. India: Without 
locality, 21 Aug. 1880, Aitchison 453; 
Mogli 244 m, Mount tilla, 7th April 1893, 
Aitchison 21- N. W. Himalaya: Cherat 
1220 m, 30.8.1892, Collet s n. Madhya 
Pradesh : Keskal 567 m, Baster District, 
Subramanyam 8959. 
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THE REINSTATEMENT OF CAPPARIS RtiEEDII DC. (CAPPARACEAE) 


In a recent publication on Indo-Pacific 
Capparis, Jacobs (1965, p. 435) accepted the 
binomial, Capparis baducca Linnaeus (1753, 
p. 504) as applying to an Indian species. 
Linnaeus (1753, p. 504) cited (1) “Capparis 
inermis, foliis ovato-oblongis determinate 
confertis perennantibus, Hort. Cliff. 204*,” 
(2) ‘Capparis arborescens indlca Baducca 
dicta Raj. hist- 1630/’ (3) “Baducca Rheed. 
tnal. 6, p. 105. t. 57,” (4) “ Habitat in India” 
The asterisk “indicates a good description 
to be found at the place cited” (Stearn, 1957, 
p. 162). Linnaeus (1737, p- 204) described 
this taxon “Capparis inermis, foliis ovato- 
oblongis per spatia confertis perennantibus.” 
This, and the above phrase name, may be 
translated “The unarmed Capparis with 


perennating ovate-oblong leaves clustered 
after a space.” The clustering of leaves is 
quite critical and characterizes a New World 
taxon passing as either Capparis baducca 
Linnaeus or Capparis frondosa Jacquin- 

Basically there are three groups of ele¬ 
ments involved) with the Hortus Cliffortianus 
publication on this taxon: references to an 
Indian taxon, references to a New World 
taxon, and Linnaean specimens. 

There are two references to the Indian 
taxon cited by Linnaeus under [tvar-] fi ■ 
“Capparis arborescens indica Badukka 
dicta, flore tetrapetalo Raj. hist. 1630” and 
“Baducca Rheed. mal. 6, p. 103, t. 57 ” The 
former reference is based solely on the 
second. Rheede’s plate is the sole basis of 
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